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CONTACT US 
1029 44th Street SW
Wyoming MI 49509

616.885.9919
fntw.org

info@fntw.org

  facebook.com/familynow

WE PROVIDE ASSISTANCE TO THOSE IN NEED 
OF FOOD, DURABLE MEDICAL EQUIPMENT, 

AND SUPPORT IN THE NAME OF CHRIST.

LIVES CHANGED FOREVER BECAUSE YOU CARE.

Office Hours
Monday-Thursday:  

10:00am-5:00pm

Pantry Hours
Monday: 2:30-5:00pm                      

Wednesday: 1:30-4:30pm
Friday: CLOSED

SAVE THE DATE!
Tuesday, April 24, 2018
Family Network’s Annual 

Spring Gala
Details will be announced soon.

It’s here, 2018. As we look toward the future we look at 
it with a lot of positive thoughts and excitement. Some 
of us are already thinking about summer vacation 
– perhaps some place warm to spend our time off. 
Spring will soon be in the air and the new flowers will 
begin to bloom. 

It is the time of year where we take 
stock in our victories and our defeats 
over the last twelve months. I can tell 
you that God is on the move here at 
the pantry. 

• The gospel has been shared with 
over 400 folks in the last 2 ½ years 
with many coming to know the 
Lord as their personal Savior. It has been a time of 
celebration and lives have been changed forever in 
a positive way. 

• We were able to feed almost 11,000 clients this 
past year. We did see a significant number of new 
clients even in this economy. 

• We have had the privilege of serving our homeless 
veterans, and others who have been homeless or 
challenged in other ways.

• Our Durable Medical Equipment (DME) loan closet 
served more folks at no cost to the client even as 
the cost of healthcare rises.

• 17 refurbished power chairs are being put to 
good use serving the needs of clients who would 
otherwise not have one. This a powerful way to 
change a life into a life that can be productive and 
fulfilling. 

• Many of our clients have found new jobs because of 
our Jobs program working with local companies.  As 
I look back you have made a difference in, so many 
peoples live. Several folks have found jobs with 
employer partners such as Lumbermen’s and others.

The holiday season brings out the best in us as a 
people. People serve at the local soup kitchen and 
support all kinds of meaningful events. What happens 
during the rest of the year? Is the need any less during 
the rest of the year? The answer is a resounding NO! 
We need your help throughout the year as well.  

One way you can help is to become 
part of our online monthly giving 
program. For every $1 dollar we take 
in, we can buy $10 worth of food. With 
our new electronic giving program, 
the funds can come from your 
checking account automatically each 
month. This will help change lives. 

Consistent income makes for better budgeting and will 
help meet the day-to-day operations, especially during 
the months that we do not have a fundraising event. 
It will help the pantry to plan accurately for future and 
emergency needs of local families. 

We need your help to find 500 folks that are willing to 
invest in their neighbor’s health and needs by donating 
$40 a month to Family Network of Wyoming via their 
checking account. That is just over a $1.00 per day or 
a cup of coffee. Many of these folks are your friends 
and neighbors that are going through tough time. We 
all have been there and we know what it is like. I have 
chosen to be one of the 500, will you join me? Call us 
at 616.885.9919.

                            

May you be blessed.

Dale Echavarria, Executive Director

We recently received a $7,000 
bill for truck repairs. Thank you 
to a supplier that was willing to 
help address this challenge and 
thankful for the funds that were 
laid aside for problems such as this. 
Monthly giving can help Family 
Network of Wyoming to continue 
to run smoothly.



WE’VE BEEN BLESSED
November began with a huge blessing. A grant 
request to Grand Rapids GiveCamp/Weekend for 
Good was submitted, and Family Network was 
selected as one of 18 local non-profit winners.  

A team of about 220 local designers and web 
developers independently volunteered to provide each 
non-profit with their grant requests. Family Network 
was assigned a team of 12, led by Aaron Mazade, and 
we sent board members, staffers and a volunteer to 
assist and be available until 10:00pm each evening 
for questions and input. The design blitz started on 
Friday at 6:00pm and ran through Sunday at 2:00pm. 
These folks all donated their time, worked until 2:00am 
on Saturday and Sunday mornings, grabbed four 
hours of sleep and were back to work by 7:00am. The 

result was a new logo, new branding, 
and an updated web site, which we 

think is terrific, and hope you find it an 
improvement as well. 

We cannot offer enough 
thanks to these bright young 
people who did a great job 
for us. 

  

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT STAN AND CHERYL (ZELDA)

COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT

Stan and Cheryl (Zelda) are one of seven husband-wife volunteer 
teams here at the pantry. They have been with us for about eight 
years now. Because we have another Sheryl in our ranks, Zelda 
coined her own nickname, Zelda, and uses it here and at church 
functions as well. Both Stan and Zelda work hard to benefit the 
pantry. Stan pulls product for orders in Zone 3, often can be found 
in the kitchen, and is always willing to step in and offer a prayer. 
Zelda is the Zone 2 Manager for produce, dairy, and bread. She’s 
here early organizing, sorting and stocking produce, dairy, and 
whatever else may come in on the truck. Extra duty? Zelda to 
the rescue…she has participated on committees for all of our 
annual fundraisers. We appreciate their years of hard work and 
dedication. 

Family Network is blessed to have so many wonderful 
volunteers.

We appreciate all the wonderful community support –  
God bless you all!
Thanks to the local churches in our area who continue to offer monthly 
support, take special offerings, provide volunteer support projects, 
and/or sponsor food or personal care drives for our benefit. This 
fall we have been blessed by Calvary CRC, Faith Community CRC, 
Georgetown Bible Church, GR First, Grandville UMC, Holy Trinity 
Episcopal, Kentwood Community Church, St. John Vianney, and 
Sunset Park Church of God. 

The kind, young people at Wyoming West Elementary and 
Wyoming High School also held food drives. The Key Club at the 
high school even held a blood drive and donated the proceeds. 
Kentwood Cub Scout Pack 3447 also held a drive for us. Business 
Network International, GR Chapter 4, held a drive as well and several 
members donated to our Christmas Store. Local businesses exhibiting 
the Christmas spirit include GR Consumers Credit Union, Loss 
Prevention Services, Lumbermen’s, and local truckers. Local stores 
also contributed extra food so that our clients could have a special 

holiday; our heartfelt thanks go 
out to Meijer for the personal 
care grant, and donations to our 
Christmas Store, to Target for 
Thanksgiving turkeys, to Family 
Fare (Metro) for the Christmas 
Hams.

DURABLE MEDICAL EQUIPMENT
We loan out durable medical equipment (DME) to 
the public at no charge.

You may already be aware of the items we have 
available to help with recovery from an illness, 
injury, or hospital stay. Things like walkers, crutches, 
wheelchairs, knee scooters, commodes, shower 
chairs, tub transfer benches, raised toilet seats, toilet 
frames, and more are available for loan at no cost 
for up to a year. Give us a call if you need something 
for yourself, a friend, or family member. And please, 
remember us if you have items to donate. If it’s in 
good condition, we’d love to add it to our inventory.  
Need adult diapers? We have those available as well.  
Hundreds of pieces of equipment come in and go 
out each month.

We are looking for one or more volunteers to 
oversee the DME area. If you like to 
tinker, are able to make minor 
repairs, and are an organized 
person with ideas for 
improvements, PLEASE 
CONTACT US. The need 
is great and the rewards 
are heartwarming.  Please 
consider becoming a member 
of the Family Network Team. 

Do you like our “new look”?  Check out our new 
web site at www.fntw.org!

You’ll find our office hours, pantry hours, staff 
photos, opportunities to volunteer or join our Board 
of Directors, information on coming events, and 
much more on our new web site. There are also 
options to contact us as well as a new “donate” 
button to make it 
not only easier for 
you but also to help 
us obtain more 
consistent online 
giving which helps 
the overall growth 
and commitment to 
the organization.  

LOOKING GOOD!

YEARS SERVING
OUR COMMUNITY1 4

Because of the theft of a trailer 
and stored items from our 
parking lot, our building is now 
equipped, inside and  out, with 
a new security system which 
provides us with 24/7 video 
surveillance of our property.  

SMILE! 
YOU’RE ON CAMERA!

Ladies, if you’d like to 
attend a small Bible study 

group, we offer one at Family 
Network on Thursdays,  

1:00-2:00pm. Let us know if you’d 
like to study God’s word together 

on Thursdays, and we’ll be here 
for you.  Just bring your Bible and 
your open heart. We have a Bible 

for you if you do not own one.

LADIES BIBLE STUDY


